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Fantasy comes to life

BY PATRICK HONMG  PHOTOS BY STEPHAME FOULDN




N{ RBURG, GERMANY—We all know what Batman drives

by night when he rockets around Gotham City saving people from

villaing such as the Joker and the Riddler. But by day, when he's hack

being Bruce W

Vayne the millionare, what’s his ride? Is he chauffeured

around? Or 15 he a car enthusiast who climbs aboard a superhero-wor-

thy sports car just for fun?

Sure, Bruce Wavne could probably-atford
[ e II'\-|J.I| l_'\.ll]il\.'\ ke F-.'Ir.'ili. |.:|I|'|"|l:||_;|'|i|'|i
and Porsche, or even an Aston Martin like
the ane driven by acertain spy. But Broce
deserves to drive snmething more exclusive:
the new Ruf CTRA.

Miis Ruf, a well-known small sports-
car maker who made his name |||||||||i||:_:
Porsche 9115 up to even higher performance
levels, las entered the ||;;__' leapues with lus
vwn car, the CTE3, luiroduced Last sumimer
in Balram (“Pumped-Up Porsches,” RET
Fuly 2007}, the Ful supercar i lnally ready
and we are Tortunale enowgh o drive the
first production version in tie work]

Fhe CTRA is withoul doubi the perfect
ogrrage-mate booall (the Balmaobiles, And un-
like the Batmohiles that exist only in the
fantasy world, the CTR3 is real. T profile,
the CTR3 looks like a sgquashed 911 with
all four corners pushed out as far as pos-
sible. The front and rear fenders hulge out
to hold in the massive fromt 1%-in. and rear
20-in. Michelin Pilst Sport dres. Ruf says
the CTHA styling was inspired by the 1933
Porsche 350 Le Mans Coupe driven by Faul
Frére and Richard von Frankenbesg, With
the central air scoup on the roof. the CTRS
is also reminizcent of the Porsche S119G T
from the late 1900s, Overall, the Rufigwad-
cr, taller and not as longas the Carreta G T

The front's overall stvling s similar 1o a

10, with its exposed headlights Ranking
the sloping hoodline capped by a couple
of blacked-out air venis. The bumper with
the bulli=in foglamps and indicator lights,
plus the low and wide air scoops. are Ruf
ariginals, and match well with the large and
bl mir venit at the rear From the back, the
T -sh ng tatl and the wing |'||-|E:-|:_'|| Lew e
paired shits on the roof speak loudly of (he
cr's indense power and myvstigue,

Even (hough the CTR3 does not come
eguipped with a jet engine and afterburners,
s AT-liter twin-turbo flat-6 comes pretty
Close. The engine delivers T bhp (IMN) al
THEN rpim and provides 657 [h-IL of thrust
al 4IHH) rpm—enough o calapult the sub-
31001k, mostly carbon-fiber-bodied machine
up to 100Ckm/h (62 mph) in less than 3.2
seconds (according o Ruf), With a trans-
verse b-speed sequential racing gearboyx, the
(ITRA can reach a top speed of 233 mph. Tt
there is any concern that this Ruf is simply
a heavily mndified version of the Porsche
211, Boxster or Cayman, raise the rear deck
and voar'll he treated to & heantitully—amnd
unigquelv—designed., race-inspired, tuhe-
frame chassis complete with multilink sus-
pension and horizental coil-over shocks
co-developed with Multimatic of Canada.

Climb aboard the CTR3 and cinch your-
self tightly into the supportive carbon-fiber’
[eather-trimmed racing seat, Twist the igni-




The CTRS is the most radical Ruf ever created.
The beautiful lever in the top photo works the sequential
gaarbax, which means no fussing with shift gates.
The pleated pattern of the seals and headliner is both
luxwriows and stylish.




The stunning tube-frame rear cHe&sis an
shirizontal sheck absorbers are proof th
w5 a Hufpnot simply a modified Parsche Cay-
rHEm an ,U]'I...‘_Ipp |aft, the rearyiew camera is
loemted abave thmir intake. Buf whesls house

ﬂwﬁmh hrakes.




ticn key and the Bol comes to life without
much drama. The sequential shifter takes
a little hit of time to get used to, especial-
by since its straight-cut racing gears rattle
(e S000 | when you're in neutral, Pull back to shifi

. : into Ist, And vou’d betrer be forceful with
it or the gearbox will how! back for lack
al enpagement. Clutch out as vou feed in
the gas. The startup 15 quite dramatic as the
tires dig info the asphalt and vou feel the ac-
celeration come on strongly. Just when you
think vou are poing at a pretty good clip,
the engrine revs hit 2000 rpm where the twin
turbos become sygmificant. The turbos blow
at a pale-force 17.4 pei to further catapult
wou forward. [t warp spead ahead!?

On any steaipht road without traffic, the
CTR3's acceleration rate is mund-bogaling,
With the comer ahead fast approaching,
the Batmobiles grappling hook seems like
a pood idea. Fortunately, standing on the
brakes lz1s the 6-pistan calipers clamp down
on 15.0-in. ceramic composite discs at each
Wheel. The car scrubs off speed immedi-

Englna 7
Barexstroke |02

“ately, aided by ABS and fraction control.
SR CTRS turns 0 quickly and sharply
l:m-'l:l,‘& the apex with mlmuul fuss, thanks
tor its nicely weighted steering und taat front
Maci’hv:mun and rear muliifink suspen-

sion, Built into the chussis uming is slight
understesr, good for rowd use. But il is ap-
parent that at the track and Fully unleashed,
the C"?R?-' an be easify balanced with steer-
5 a;:d e *iJ;;iuf.';‘ ’DfPH:e cormer, the.

menmmgglesjusramhm

~ af the 700 bhp on tap, The R
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.appreu:lm PoCE r.u;ﬂ'bt-
with ifs ssi'w

HBH—
0% hwm::a m&m mnwablr:‘-
there is enough compliance
ion’s damping so that you
oU'TE geting beat up every
i -ﬂ[tlﬁxlﬂw an twknd Wwafd

what the h;hchl:[‘m;i do it
Priced at the present currency exchan

rate of around 5613000, the Ruf C‘I'Fl?r 15
definilely a supercar | for the select few. Its
exotic looks and awes m're -performance
casily qualify it to five in both the fantasy
wurld of Gotham and in real life in the
hands of any ph‘fmmnwﬂ c,m‘ e~
thusiast. Alois Ref has prcrvmha can xhkcﬁ
ot the big manofactuzers and construct &
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PHOTOS supercar hof is just as good, if not nrg'

betier ind e exclusive,
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Ruf electrifies the sports-car world

BY PATRICK HONG  PHOTOS BY CHRISTIAN BITTMANN
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PFAFFENHAUSEN, GERMANY—Just as we are wrapping
up the details with Alois Ruf regarding our long-awaited drive of his
“J00-bhp CTR3 supercar (see page 56 of this issue), he drops a bomb-

shell before he hangs up the phone, “How would you like to drive a |

top-secret Ruf that has been under development?”

Huh? Could this be a Fuf even more pow-
erful than the already mghleningly polent
CTRI? Without hesitation, T said an emphatic
“es!"—nol wailing o even begin guessing
sl dhe secrel Rul poogect coubd be. Several
(ollon-up phone calls aml & couple of weeks
later, T arriven] ai PinfTenhousen to sample
Bul lalest creation: the E-Ruf, an all-elec-
tric condcepl car based on the Pomsche 997,

Adler an early morning appomtrment with
Ruf at his headquarters, we take 4 short
drive to his skunk works, a nearby location
he calls Grind-—the city in Austria where
Fercy Porsche firsl sel up shop and bull
the famed 356. ls o fopey moming, and
Rufs secret R&D location emerges among
a pondescript cluster of other buildings. As
the garage door molls up, a standard black
997 appears, wearing four large orange
stickers with the word “Erprobungstahrt,”
thart is, “Test Drive.” on the front and rear
bumpers. Look closely and you'll notice
that all the air scoops in the front, sides
and back of the 997 are now filled in and
smoothed over, Peering into the cockpil,
you'll see a dash filled with test gauges
and a center stack equipped with scveral
switches and connectors. Gone are the rear
seats, replaced with a big hump just touch-
ing the back of the front seats.

It was about two vears ago that Ruf de-
cided to partner with Calmotors of Ca-

marilie, California, (o develop an all-elec-
triv puwertrain package for the Porsche
907_ Al the beart of the E-Rufl is a 200-1b.
electnic motor built by UOM Technologies
i the TLS. The drum-shuped, brushless a.c.
motor—1 59 i, in diameter and 9.5 . m
length—resides nght where the mternal-
combustion Nal-6 normally would. D sys-
tem wvollope is between 300 (o 420 volls at
550 armperes; the motor peaks at 5000 rpm.
It zenerates 150 kW (200 horsepower) and
472 Ih-ft. of torgue. Energy storage on-
board comes in the form of 96 lithium-ion
balleries manulaciured by Axeon of Great
Brilain. Each of lhese 3.3-voli cells has a
life cycle of 3000 charges. In total, the bat-
tery pack takes 10 houis to fully charge at
16 amps.

Like many concept cars, the E-Ruf is an
early prototype, by no means a production
ready car. Subsequent models will follow
as the developiment progiresses. In fact,
this E-Rul stll retains the 997 clutch and
the f-specd maneal fransmission. In its
final iteration, only one gear is necessary
because an eleciric motor’s forque output
is instant and the speed i1s easily reached
without multiple gears. And further, there
iz no need for a reverse pear because you
can simply reverse the current and spin the
electric motor backward.

But unlike many concept cars, the E-
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Ruf is driveable. With 479 Th-ft. of torgue
available the instant you tip in on the ac-
celerator, the B-Ruf moves off quickhy with
minimal fuss. A% the mechanical sound you
hear is the whine from the electric mator,
wind and tire noise suddenly become more
noticeable. In fact, you feel like vou're in
a spaceship blasting through the palaxy
{especially in the thick fog). To slow doem,
repenerative hraking is currently set at
ahonot 25 pervent, pending final evaluations
to achieve optimal brake feel.

On winding roads, the E-Ruf's 4200-1h.
weight is apparent as soon as vou make a
quick steering inpul. The hatteries alone
weigh some 1200 Th, and occapy all of the
trunk space up fromt and all of the room in-
side the big hump where the hack seat used
to be. Maturally, the balance of the car is not
nearly (nor is expected to be) the same as the

standard 997%. Ruf would like the E-Ruf o
hit 60 mph in under 7 seconds, reach a top
specd of 160 mph and have 4 maximum
mange of between [55 to 200 miles depend-
ing on drving conditions. We can also expect
improved handling worthy of the Ruf name.
Alternative power must be on all car
enthusiasts” minds. Will electric, or ather
sources of energy, take away the exciie-
ment, specd and handling we've long as-
sociated with mternal-combustion gaso-
line-hurning sports cars? Mobody knows
for sure, hut it's reassuring to know that
Alpis Ruf doesn't think car enthusiasm
and environmental friendliness are on di-
vergent paths. And people like Ruf keep
larre manufacturers on their toes by ac-
complishing something without a huge
budget, We can't wait to drive the E-Ruf in
its final form. B




“Ruf doesn't think car enthusiasm and
environmental friendliness are on divergent paths.”




