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The Ruf Rt12 R is the maddest, badest
997-based driving car Ruf has built. And
it offers a priceless supercar experienee.
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econd gear, 60kmfh, deserted stretch of

Cerman B-road running to the honzon,

or it could be an A-road as its condition
K\ is far superior 1o anything the UK has

to affer when its comes to road
surfaces. Either way, now seems like a good
ppparunity o do as invited and bury the right
pedal inte the bulkhead.

Back in 2001 when the 996 Turbo was the new
kid on the block, its performance felt out of this
world, With next to no turho lag fo wait for, 1
would take off with such violence and accelerative
forces that you couldn't envisage a 911 being any
guicker in straight ling, or across country. Then
the original widow-maker demonstrated that a
factory 911 was capable of forcing vour eveballs
to the back of your head. And what it lacked in
911 agility, the G2 made up for with its lung
crushing thrust, [t's been a similar story with each
successive water-Ccooled and turbocharged 511: the
performance has inereased 1o such a level you
can't imagine a 911 going any quicker. But quicker
gach incarnation is, currently culminating in the
T2 RS, a factory 911 that requires you to have a
stern word with vourself both before and after a
stint bebund its Alcantara-covered steenng wheel
The first ®5-badged 911 G172 is not onky the most
powerful 911 the factory has buil, but its mix of
power, torgue and serprising wsability and
compaosure {once you've had your little chat)
marks it as one of the stand out cars in the
company's illustrious past,

Ruf leoked at the GT2 RS as a mere stepping
stone to its golden child that's about to reboot
my idea of a ‘quick’ 911, The experience of a GT?

RS fills you with a false sense of what is about (o
tabe place when an Bt12 R's throttle is fully
opened. The BS squats its tail, gives a little squirm
from the rear tyres and there's a lightening of the
nose as the chassis gets down to the sericus
business of managing forward trajectory. This R
makes that 1S feel like a Carrera,

Back to the throule pedal-meet bulkhead
scemario. Jesus. There is GT2 RS quick and then
there is the Bt12 R, Sa much happens it takes a
second or two for your brain fo catch up with
whiat your senses are telling it. The nose rises like
a big-engined power boat getting up on the
plane the steering goes light, the font Michelin
Cups sniff out a flat surface 1o gather up the lost
traction = did 1 menticn the R is four-wheel
drive?! God only knows how severe a case of lack-
of-imagination-if-it-all-goes-wrong you must
suffer from 1o order a rear-wheel drive versian,
The sensation is the closest [ think 1 will ever get
1o being a human cannonball. Althcugh 1
suspect the B is gquicker.

50 rapid is the R that the firsg time you
unieash it your brain makes you lift for a split
second in order for you get your bearings. Like
the first time you twist the throttle on &
motorbike fitted with a proper engine, say a
a00cc, and discoverit's not going o be as easy as
it locks. Third pear in the R has the same effect
an your intemnal organs as second did, but you're
acutehy aware that vou're travelling quicker stll,
Too quick? A shom-shift into fourth saves the
erbarrassment of slamming into the lmater but
has seemingly no effect on the accelerative pace
of Alois Ruf's latest creation, Fifth and sixth can

There is GT2 RS quick
and then there is the Rt12 R
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wait, at the moment Germany doesn't feel big
encugh to let the R off its leash in its top two
gears. 5o, on first acquaintances 'l admit the H's
performance is verging on the scary.

What is the Rt12 R? 1t's the third variant of
Ruf's twin-turbocharged, 997 -based range-
topper, a senes that started with the 650hp,
223mph Rel2 in 2005, was joined in 2009 by
the G85hp Rel2 S and is now topped by the B, a
730hp, 6931b i, 230mph 911 that weighs just
125k more than a GT2 RS but produces an
additional 110hp and 1771k ft of terque. Mo
wonder it feels like it wants to take off when you
swallow deep and pluck up the courage 1o see
what it's got in the first three gears.

Crder your R with four-wheel drive - and
with the R capable of breaking the traction of all
four driven wheels in fourth gear, you have to
duestion the sanfty of anvone who goes down the
rear-drive route —and your Rt12 R stars asa 997

Turbe (go rear-wheel drive and Bof will start with
a T2} The first stage is 10 remove just about
everything aside (rom the wiring loom and any
hits that don't néed upgraded or will get in the
way of the build. With a naked shell, Ruf's
integrated roll-cage is the first job on the list, a
process the company has been carrving out since
it built the legendary CTR Yellowhind in 1987 and
cne that, onee fiteed, is only noticeable by the
slightly thicker Alcantara-trimmed pillars. External
bodywork changes include swapping the
aluminium front luggage lid for a carbon fibre
itern, with the same material used for the front
wings, that also have a more pronounced ‘arch’ to
them, in a nad ta 911's of yesteryear. The doors
remain the alumimivom items, but the interior tim
is lighter and there's less of it The rear spoiler is
carbon fibre too, and those of you with a keen
eve will spot it bears a remarkable resemblance
to that found on the back of a GT3 Cup car.

Ruf Rt12 R

Heneath that rear wing resides the R's potent
heart. It staris life as a 3.8-litre, twin-
turbocharged 997 Turbo mator, but the factory-
supplied wrbaos, with their vanable turbine
geometry technology, are ditched in faivourof a
pair of conventional blowers running a
maximum of 1.6bar of boost. The engine's
internals remain intact from the factony,
although Ruf goes to the precaution of taking
the engine apart and inspecting it before
programming the engine'’s ECLI 1o deliver the
required levels of performance.

On the dyno the flai-six achieves a 730hp peak
at 7000rpm and 6231b ft of torque. These are,
however, the ‘minimum’ figures the company
quotes. *We say 730hp because this way we know
every Ril2 R engine that leaves Pfaffenhausen
will be developing at least 730hp, " says Alois Ruf,
“We have seen nearly 800hp on a number of
occasions, so we're confident that when the

Getting to know the Rt12 R is an unfathomabl
cool way to explore some seriously quick roads
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rustomer collects their car they have at least
7 30hp at their disposal.” Which is reassuaring.
And all that power and torque is fed thiough a
standard six-speed manual gearbox, albeit with
the wop three ratios [ fourth, fifth and sixth)
shonened For optimum on-track performance
rather than headline grabhing tops speeds. Mot
that 230mph i too shabby

[his China-bound Ri12 R may be four-wheel
drive hut this doesn't mean Ruf hasn't tweaked
with the car's chassis. The Porsche Traction
Manapgement tour-wheel drive transmission
remains, as do the car's standard PASM dampers,
bt in place of a 911 Turha's standard PS5/
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traction and stability control setting. Ruf has
wilised the independent, switchabhe Traction
and Stability Contrals fmctions foend on a
CT2. The brakes are Pomsche’s own POCH items,
recalibrated for the weight loss and alterations in
weight distribution compared o the Turbo, The
gorgeous five-spoke forged wheels feature centre-
locking rechnelogy.and are home to Michelin's
Filat Sport Cup tyee; “after three high-speed
failures with Pirelli's P-Zero Corsa our test driver
insisted we used the Michelin Cup,” explains
Kuf's affable spolesman Marc-Andre Pleifer. It's
feedback like this from test dovers et makes you
thankiul they'te prepared to find these things out.

Despite a specification that sugsests a 911
with all the ingeedienis o be a one-way ticke
ride to oblivion, the Rtl2 B is acallv a
rerarkably simple car o get w know,

‘Ihe intenior, beautifully tnmmed, drpping
with bespoke details and a sense of ocasion
with Ruf's trademark green-on-black dials to
keep an eve on, a thicker leather and Alcuntasa
steering wheel to gop, and the company's
dizrinctive aluminium pedals on which to
concrol that fearsame motor with, yvou feel vou
can jumnp in and just drive Which you can

It takes a couple of extra spins of the starter to
fire the fat-six into Jife and after a burst of revs it




tles 1o a smooth, consistent idle. The cluich is
7 HS heavy, although it doesn't take a shot
ters thigh to operate and the shift action is
re precise and smoother than Porsche's shont-
1 CONVETRION.
while won wait for the fluids to warm
rough, particularly the engine's ail, siretching
evond 3500-4000rpm feels criminal when the
ilden nectar has yet to reach 90°C, getting to
wow the Rtl2 B is an unfathomalsly cool way o
tplore some seriously quick and, crucially,
eserted roads.
Fiuild up slowly, an extra SU0rpm at a time
cfore taking another gear, riding the wave of

2 e SR TR

i o e W0 e

torque that peaks at a lowly 3500mpm and
opening the door to that wrrent of power. Even
when short-shifting at 5500rpm the Rtl12 R feels
GT2 quick, hold on another S500pm and you're
inta 2RS termitory and you're still 1000rpm shy
of the engine’s peak power limit! [ts when you
first run through the power band from stan 1o
finish that the R hits you full an in the face with
a punch of such violence a satellite TV channel
could chamge vou tw watch it. Second gear is the
most explosive, over and done with in two,
maybre three seconds max. Third lases longer but
is noy less ferociows, while fourth sends vou so far
inte the big numbers that it takes a couple of

Ruf Rt12 R

Suspanskon: MacPherson struls, coll
sprngs, TC and 5C

Whzels l'lll'ﬁ Erant: 91 19-inch with
2457257118 Michelin Pilot Sport Cup
tym:;. Reerar: 1211 0-inch with m;‘mﬂm

attemnpis to build the confidence to run the
engine 10 its peak. Without launch control, and
with a manual gearbox Rul has recorded a 3.1-
second 0-62mph time.

The Ril12 R isn't purely about speed, however
It's compliant, responsive and a surprisingly
benign 911 to pilot. It would benefit from the
wider front track enjoved by the CT3 and GT2
RS maodels, but the traditional 911 understeer
when you turn-in is a good safery net 1o tell you
to comsider your entry speed, A less aggressive
rear difl ratio would help here, but you'll
prabably be more grateful for a degree or more
of adjustment from the rear axle when you
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approach the limit, in lieu of a little push from
the front in slower to medium turns. The four-
wheel drive robs a degree of communication
from the front axle oo, but less so than it does
in & regular Turbo or Turbe &, and when turned-
i e B rips and goes like very few 3115 this
side of the current RS line-up. While it has the
ability to scare you, that is not in gquestion, s
the overnidling sense you get that it actuatly
wants 1o work with you that feaves you hupgely
impressed. The series of 5-bends we found on
our test route demonstrated an impressive level
of composure and surefootedness when it comes
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duct we have
s been a piece

tay high-speed directinnal changes With some
tme comes confidence, and with confidence
comes the willingness to push the Ruf harder
and climb degper under skin to extract more
from it Forced induction-powered cars aren't
meant 1o be this involving, arc they?

It comes as no surprise (o be bowled over by
the Rrl2 B From the original Yellowbird 1o the
R's stightly less demonic brother the Ri12 5
every Huf prodict we have ever tested has heen a
pigce of automotive perfection. Ruf's madels just
lebe right; they are finished to an exacting
standard you can only achizve when building a

cat by hand and in such low numbers. Which
brings us neatly on to the 112 R's price, all
279,000 (excluding taxes) of it. Expensive? Yes.
Bt Buf will only build 20 examples, less than
ten per cent of the wotal production run for
Parsche's 911 Sport Classic, its lowest volume
praduction car to dare,

Like every Ruf model since 1967, the RU12 Ris
net & Porsche with a mner's name souck to iis
nose, but & fully-fledged; homologated

production car with its own Bof chassis number,

Exclusivity comes at a price, and with the Rt12 R
ir's-a price worth paving




